The growth of the Cloisters collections in the decade prior to the opening in May, 1938, and in the years following has not been haphazard and without plan. In the early years architectural elements from the Middle Ages that were to be incorporated into the new building were acquired in preference to individual and often more costly objects. The Chapter House from Pontaut, stonework from the Romanesque church at Langon, doorways, windows, stained glass, tapestries, and other monumental exhibits were needed to give meaning to the entire 
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